
Name: Shannon O’Connor Years in Dripping Springs: 12 ½ 

Philosophical Statement:  I believe we carry the responsibility to meet the educational needs and challenges of 
all students while encouraging their own talents and passions. The District must provide every student and 
teacher with the best tools available to maximize their success. 

Current Occupation/Position: I am a partner in a local CPA firm with over 21 years of accounting and tax 
experience gained in public accounting firms. I work with individuals, private businesses, non-profit 
organizations, and trusts and have past experience in governmental accounting.  Two of my favorite aspects of 
my current career are building client relationships and demystifying the sometimes complex world of finance.  

Previous Occupation/Position:  Prior to my current career, I worked in the beef industry with several 
corporations in the areas of sales, research and development, quality control and food safety. 

Education: I hold a Masters of Science degree in Animal Sciences from Colorado State University and 
Bachelors of Science degrees in Animal Science and Agricultural Business, with a concentration in finance and 
international marketing also from Colorado State University. 

School/District Involvement: I am a current DSISD Trustee completing my 2nd 3-year term and have been the 
Secretary of the Board for the past two years. My accounting skills and experience prove invaluable in 
performing two primary roles of the board: setting the budget and reviewing and approving the annual audit.  I 
am the current School Board Representative on the Dripping Springs Educational Foundation Board, the TIRZ, 
and now in my second term on the Attendance Zone Committee.  I previously served as the Board 
Representative on SHAC.  Prior to my time as a Trustee, I was actively involved in our district by serving in a 
myriad of roles.  This included the Executive Board of DSISD Council of PTAs, the PTA Executive Boards at 
Dripping Springs High School, Dripping Springs Middle School, and Walnut Springs Elementary, and on PTA 
committees both at Dripping Springs Elementary and Rooster Springs Elementary.  

Community Activities: I am a founding board member with Project Connect, a local non-profit. I have held 
advisory or leadership roles for various other local non-profit organizations, including Tiger Totes which 
provides weekend support for our most food insecure students, Dripping Springs Tiger Splash Swim Team, and 
Colin’s Hope. I also enjoyed nurturing the growth of young leaders while serving as a Girl Scout troop leader 
for 9 years and continue to volunteer within our Service Unit. 

Family Information: I am especially proud of my three Dripping Springs Tigers. My eldest son graduated from 
DSHS in 2018 and is now serving in the U.S. Army. My twins are sophomores at DSHS and are active on 
varsity swim and varsity basketball teams. I am also the daughter of a special education teacher, raised in both 
private and public school settings, and have seen the positive impact a community can make on its public school 
system.  

Why You Would Like To Serve on the DSISD Board of Trustees:  I believe in putting our students' needs 
first.  I am seeking reelection to provide stability and leadership while continuing to serve DSISD students, 
staff, and community through collaboration as the district navigates how to emerge from the pandemic, meet the 
needs of all students in a growing district, develop a new strategic plan, provide personalized learning, as well 
as focus on our students' social and emotional needs - all this while being mindful of fiscal responsibility. This 
community is an integral component of the success of DSISD and its students and I am honored to represent all 
stakeholders. 


